Adoptive Parent Introduction Packet

I.  Introductory Information

a. Welcome to the World of Adoption

b. Agency Fees  (are not included)

c. Travel Fees

d. Sample Contract

II. Home Study Information

a. Steps to completing the Homestudy Process

b. Adoptive Parent Check list

c. Financial Form

d. Social History Information Forms

On WORD disk or email

Hard Copy forms

Request for Reference Letters

(not included: Child Abuse Registry and Medical Forms)


e.  Interstate Compact Agreement

III. Birth Parent Letter and Photo Pages

IV. Website information:    www.action4adoptions.com
Katie’s Email:  ktbg@action4adoptions.com 

V. Networking

Adoptive Parent Introduction Packet

I.  Introductory Information

e. Welcome to the World of Adoption

f. Agency Fees  (Not attached)

g. Travel Fees

h. Sample Contract

VI. Home Study Information

e. Steps to completing the Homestudy Process

f. Adoptive Parent Check list

g. Financial Form

h. Social History Information Forms

On WORD disk or email

Hard Copy forms

Request for Reference Letters

(not included: Child Abuse Registry and Medical Forms)


e.  Interstate Compact Agreement

VII. Birth Parent Letter and Photo Pages

VIII. Website information:    www.action4adoptions.com
Katie’s Email:  ktbg@action4adoptions.com 

IX. Networking

Welcome to the World of Adoption

There will be times that you will feel as if you are on a terrible ride at an amusement park.  You are excited, sickened, and thrilled by the ride.  You want to get off, but you can’t until the ride is over.  Then when the ride is over you think, “that wasn’t so bad.” Or perhaps you’ll say, “NEVER AGAIN!” 

The metaphor of a roller coaster does not really do justice to the emotions you may feel.  If you have experienced infertility, you have undoubtedly gone through some of the emotions of grief including denial, anger, sadness, bargaining and finally acceptance.  For the process of adoption you can also expect to feel:

Frustration





Joy

Confusion





Excitement

Embarrassment




Gratitude

Violated





Delight

Fear






Overwhelmed

Distrust





Relief

Lack of Control




Sadness

Isolation





Resolution

Our agency would like to provide you with as much information as possible to alleviate some of those emotions by providing you with the following ten steps for surviving the adoptive process.

1. Practice the serenity prayer daily

“God grant me the courage to change the things I can, the strength to accept the things I can not and the wisdom to know the difference.”

Experience in adoption has led to the belief that persons with religious faith are better able to survive this process. This may seem to be inappropriate to you.  Perhaps you are not a “religious” person, and you do not believe in the power of prayer.  Perhaps you have a different way of getting in touch with the changes you need to make.  Perhaps you “meditate,” “study,” or choose to “reflect” on your life, without the use of the word “prayer.” The fact still remains that the lesson taught in this prayer is constant in life.  There are some things that YOU CAN NOT CONTROL.  

Many adoptive parents start the adoptive process believing: 

· the words said to a birthmother can make or break an adoption   

· overwhelming desire to have a baby will in some way insure an adoption  

· better look, more money, successful jobs, will be a factor in being chosen by an adoptive mother

Sometimes things in life have nothing to do with you.  The fact that you have always been “in control” and believing that you have “control” in the adoption process can make you crazy in this process.  Adoptions are based on emotions, and individuals making decisions that may (or may not) be “logical.”

You must learn to accept that you can only do what you can do, and the rest is not in your control.  The sooner you adopt the “what will be, will be” attitude, the sooner you will gain some peace.

2. Find an adoption AGENCY to help you through the process. 

There are a number of attorneys and private social workers that do not like this statement.  They may feel that agencies add an unnecessary level of involvement.  Sometimes, these individuals do not want an agency to provide services for which they could be paid.  Most agencies will provide you with consultation on any private adoption should you locate a child on your own.  Generally, their fees are less than that of an attorney.  Agencies play the role of screening birth parents and assessing adoptive situations.  Although some agencies contract or have an attorney on staff, they can let you know when it is time to contact an attorney for legal advice.  There are some attorneys who have been licensed as an adoption agency.  There is a definite role for the attorney, which is to complete the legal process.  Adoption advice is best solicited from an adoption specialist.  

There are several reasons why you should choose to work with an agency.  The most apparent is that adoption agencies are in the business of ADOPTION.  They provide this service, and, hopefully, are experts in the policies of adoption for your state.  Many agencies contract with attorneys to provide legal advice and know which attorneys are current on adoption law.  Adoption agencies know the ins and outs of things like “Compliance with the Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children.”  They know about adoption subsidies and adoption tax credits.  They are able to provide counseling for you and the birth parents.  They can negotiate and counsel with birth grandparents, who may be a deterrent in the adoption.  If for some reason an agency can’t answer an adoption question, they will know where to get the answer.

Agencies are regulated by State Licensing Departments in all 50 states.  They are responsible for adopting policy and regulations that are determined to be in the best interest of children and families experiencing the adoptive process.  Child Placing Agencies are then monitored by licensing agents to insure compliance with state regulations.

Many states require that an agency complete your home study.  If you were to locate a child from a state that has such a requirement, a home study completed by a private social worker would not be valid for the purposes of that interstate adoption.

Bottom line: Don’t ask a car mechanic to fix your broken faucet, even if she tells you she knows how.  She may know a lot about sinks, but not as much as a plumber.   

You may or may not choose our agency…but we encourage you to work with a LICENSED AGENCY.

 3.  Work with people that you trust.
If you can’t trust the professionals representing you, find someone else.  There is nothing worse than having to trust 

· your life

· the building of your family

· your most intimate information  

to someone you don’t feel is an advocate for you.  There are a number of agencies that represent families in the adoption process.  If you don’t like the way things are going, find someone else.

It may take a while to find someone who shares the same values as you. Many agencies provide large amounts of financial resources to birth mothers while they are pregnant. To purchase a car for them, or move them into a nice apartment may be “reasonable” to these agencies.   Other agencies believe that it is important to allow birth mothers to assume responsibility for their living expenses because those supports will be “gone” after the placement of their child.

Make a list of what is important to you, in other words, what your VALUES are.  Make sure that your agency (or personal advocates if you choose to ignore #2) are a good match with you and what you want in your adoption.  Some of the factors to consider when deciding on YOUR values:

How likely am I to get a placement?

How much will this cost with all of the fees combined?

Does the mother get counseling?

Do we get to meet the mother?

Do we continue to have contact with birth parents after placement?

How soon will I get a baby?

Does the agency have restrictions against my spouse or I because of age, religion, etc.?

Does the agency encourage birth parent expenses?

Does the agency guarantee medical care for the mother?

Will I get to go the hospital to get my baby?

What steps does the agency take to determine if the placement will occur or to reduce a disruption of the placement?

4. Ask lots of questions

There are no “dumb” questions.  The adoption process is a maze that is different in each and every adoption.  It is not an easy process to understand.  Professionals have numerous experiences which make it easier for them to understand all the things that “could go wrong,” They are also trained to screen a birth mother to determine her likelihood of completing the adoption.  (Again, a good reason to go to an agency.)  If you are anxious and feel that you just wish you knew more, ASK.

Agencies can tell you the normal steps that occur in an adoption.  However, there are no two adoptions that are alike, so you must be prepared for that unpredictable change.  Some possible changes that might occur in the process include: 

· Failure of a parent to relinquish the child (mother or father)

· Inability to find the father

· Judicial change in requirements

· Introduction of an unknown possible father 

Before you meet with your adoption advocate, make a list of everything you want to know.  Don’t be embarrassed to pull it out and go through it point by point.

5. Be “Cautiously Optimistic” 

As is stated in number one, there are a number of things that are out of your control.  An agency may tell you that they are “pretty sure” the mother is going to place her child, but the father “may be a problem.”  No one can guarantee the future.  Agencies can only make educated guesses.  

To determine how accurate the agency’s guess is, ask what criteria they use to determine the likelihood of placement.  Ask what actions they are taking to reduce any risks of placement.  For example, if they don’t know how the father feels about placement, when are they going to find out?  

No matter what you are told, you should be prepared for the possibility that the placement and adoption may not work.  Through out the process, remain “cautiously optimistic.”  It the adoption happens, you can be thrilled and you have not lost anything by keeping in mind it might not work.  On the other hand, you will not be “in shock” if things fall apart at the last minute. 

Some people want to believe what they want to believe.  Some people would rather be “positive” and just believe that the adoption will occur.  If the placement doesn’t happen, they will worry about that later.  If this is the attitude you have, make sure that the professionals you are working with know this at the onset of your adoption process.  (#6)

In adoption, there are no guarantees.  Remember that even the best made plans can go awry.

6.  Determine what you want to know and when
Because the adoption process is full of ups and downs, you should determine ahead what information you want to know, and when.  Most adoptive parents already feel “left out” of the pregnancy, and out of the loop of information.  Most adoptive parents want to know who has been contacted, what they said, what the results of medical tests were, questions about the mother’s check ups, etc.  

Others don’t want to know; “Today the father said he was thinking that he wants to keep the baby.”  Those adoptive parents just want to know when he has made up his mind, and don’t want to hear the ups and downs of each mood that might hit a birthparent.

As a prospective adoptive parent, you should determine your level of tolerance for these ups and downs and let your agency know how much information is “too much.”  Your agency should be able to aid you with this potentially stress-reducing exercise.   You may choose to have one parent gather the information and decide what information to pass on to the other parent.  

Don’t forget the possibility of only accepting an emergency placement.  In these situations, you are called when the baby is born, the birth parents have relinquished their rights and the baby is totally free for adoption.  Unfortunately, emergency placements are happening less frequently.

7.  Take charge of YOUR resources
Unfortunately, the adoptive process can be very expensive.  Some of the costs that might impact your adoption include:

Birth mother expenses

Agency fees

Home study costs

Attorney fees

Court costs

Publication fees

Medical bills

Pre-plan how you will spend your resources, and what your financial limitations will be.

First, determine if you want to work with a number of agencies (some only allow you to work with one agency at a time) or invest in an agency that perhaps has higher fees and higher placements.  The key here is to SHOP AROUND!  

Different agencies have different fees and different ways of billing.  Some have one flat fee.  Others bill based on the cost and personnel hours invested in an adoption.  Some bill only if your adoption occurs, others bill per service delivered, even if the adoption does not occur.  Make sure the agency/adoption advocate you choose provides fee schedules to you UP FRONT.  Adoption agents with experience will be able to give you a fairly accurate prediction of costs based on the circumstances of that adoption.
If you are pursuing your own networking (see #8) perhaps you want to spend money on advertising (not advised, and illegal in some states.)  Perhaps you want to spend money by taking every Obstetrician in town to lunch.  (absurd idea, but it MIGHT lead to a referral????) Or perhaps you are going to send out a monthly newsletter to everyone in your high school class.  Plan ahead on what you are willing to spend.  Make some choices based on likelihood of finding a child balanced with resource outlay.

Before determining how much your adoption budget is, get information about possible reimbursements for adoption expenses, and tax credits that can aid in your costs.  Many states require insurance companies to cover the medical costs of the birth mother in the same way they would if the adoptive mother had been pregnant.  Many employers provide an adoption benefit to their employees to reimburse them for expenses directly related to the adoption.  Tax credits for adoption are available in many states and the federal level.  Consult an agency or your tax consultant to determine if these credits apply to you.  Adoption subsidies (ongoing payments) are available for the adoption of children with “special needs.”

Next, let the professionals working with you know how much you are able to spend, BEFORE you become emotionally involved in the situation.  Obviously, if you have already accepted that unborn child as “yours” you are going to do whatever is necessary to insure that placement.  Unfortunately, there are people who will take advantage of that scenario. Protect yourself from the “highest bidder” scenario.  

Obviously, circumstances may change.  If a mother is put on bed rest, she might legitimately have additional expenses.  However, if you have an $8000 budget and suddenly you are told that the adoption will cost closer to $12,000, be prepared to “just say no,” and accept that this adoption was not meant for you.  If for some reason the placement did not occur, and you lost your entire adoption budget, what would you do?  How would you feel? 

The time to make these decisions is before you are faced with the emotional elements of the adoption.

The number of stories of families that have lost a great deal of money in the adoption process is staggering.  When you decide to proceed in a potential adoption, whether it is with an agency or a private source, monitor your resources.  Inform your adoption agents, in writing, as to what your financial limitations are.  Also let them know if you want to be contacted should financial requirements change.  

In hind site, a number of adoptive families state they wish they could have saved the money they spent on fertility treatments for their adoptions.  Others state they wish they had made different decisions on how their “adoption fund” was spent.  Only YOU can decide how you want your resources to be spent.

8. NETWORK, NETWORK, NETWORK

We frequently hear this term in the corporate world.  It is a fancy word for telling people:

· who you are 

· what you want 

· what you need  

· asking them to help you get it

In the business world, you may be looking for a job, looking for clients, or looking for products.  In the adoption process, you are looking for leads on women experiencing unplanned pregnancies.  The way to network is much the same as the techniques used in the corporate world.  You meet people.  You get to know them.  The discussion comes around to family.  You tell them that you are planning to build your family through adoption.  You slip them your “business card” with your name, and your adoption agency’s phone number.  

At Least, this is ONE of the ways to network.  

It is now estimated that one in eight couples is infertile, and that 6 million women are currently seeking treatment for infertility.  Look around you.  Everyone you know knows someone looking to adopt, or who has adopted.  

Now, consider the birth mother/parent making a choice to place her child for adoption. Most birth mothers have a desire to know someone who knows the birth parents (especially if she does not realize that birth mothers can often meet their adoptive parents through agencies.)  This gives the birth mother an assurance that her child is not going into the big black hole, never to be seen or heard of again.  When she does her own “networking” and someone says to her, “I know of a couple whom have been waiting 6 years to adopt,” the birth mother immediately has a lead on someone to raise her child.

For this reason, the numbers of “open” and “semi-open” and “private” adoptions continue to rise.  By letting people know you are looking, you increase your chances to find a child to adopt.

9. stop listening to stories about adoption

When you let people know you are pursuing a risky situation (such as pursuing treatment for an illness, a move to a new city without a job, some other career change, or ADOPTION) be prepared for “bad” stories.  People don’t mean to be insensitive; they are often just trying to protect you by letting you know the obvious.  They are trying to tell you that you are taking a risk of something “bad” happening.

They will tell you about the story they heard of someone having a child for 2 years and the child returning to the “awful” birthparents.  They might tell you about the birth mother that accepted expenses for 7 months of pregnancy and changed her mind after the adoptive parents witnessed the birth.  And so on and so on.  They may even go as far as to tell you what they saw in a movie or a talk show on television.  Even if these situations are valid there are facts of the story they don’t know. 

You know that you are taking a risk.  You are not blind to the possibilities of things not working out.  However, to watch the movies, listen to the stories, watch television talk shows about adoption, or to hold yourself out for constant “second guessing” is not a way to become educated about adoption.  Again, allow your agency to give you the specifics about your adoption, and don’t worry about the rest.

10.   Practice the serenity prayer daily

Again, being able to “let go” at times will be essential. 

This information is contained in a book by the same name, Welcome to the World of Adoption, by Katie Bolt-Goeke, LSCSW, Executive Director

Copyright: 2000

Travel Expenses

For those who travel on business, it is easy to understand that expenses can add up quickly. This is especially true for last minute travel.  When planning trips to the St. Louis area, all attempts are made to reduce air fares, by planning ahead, use coupons and obtain special rates at hotels, and for rental cares.  However, there are minimum standards that must be met.  (For example, hotel rooms must provide seating area for families and/or the hotel must have a rent free meeting room available.)
The following expenses are billed to each family.  Whenever possible, costs are shared among several families to minimize each family’s share.  You will be asked to pay these charges even if there is no other family to share the expense.  If this is a problem, you might want to consider working with one of the many St. Louis agencies.

Air and ground  transportation (includes air, train, and rental car, parking at the airport in Kansas City, and gas to fill rental car.)

Hotel 

Daily per diem    Currently billed at $45 per day based on the government reimbursement rate.

Communication charges (includes any long distance, costs to fax, express mail, and other mailing fees)

Mileage costs:  ALL clients are now charged mileage at .35 per mile.
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Fax: 1-785-842-5628
Letter of Agreement (THIS IS A SAMPLE AGREEMENT ONLY)

Between (Father and Mother) and Action for Adoptions 

We have read the information contained in the Action for Adoptions Fee Information 

We have met with Executive Director, Katie Bolt-Goeke, and desire to enter into this agreement with Action for Adoptions. 

We are seeking to locate a child through Action for Adoptions, and through private means. We understand that if a child becomes available through the agency the following steps would happen: 

· Birth mother determines her criteria for families. 

· If our family meets those criteria, we would be contacting to see if the particular situation meets our criteria for placement. 

· The birth mother would be presented with our information, and we would be notified if she is interested in placing her child with us. 

· We may be asked to talk on the phone or meet the birth mother in person. 

There is no guarantee that our information will ever be shared with a birth mother. However, in the next 6 months, this information will be shared with any birth mother interested in family with our criteria. If we would like to continue to be in the pool for possible selection, we would be asked to pay for another block of services after this 6 months, or pay for services on an hourly basis. The 6-month period begins upon completion of our home study report. The date of the home study report is the beginning of our 6-month period of free services. 

We agree to pay $1000 for the completion of our home study, and unlimited consultation for 6 months, and the option to be placed in a pool of waiting parents for birth parent review. In addition, we understand we are responsible for all administrative costs associated with our case which would include, phone calls, mailing fees, photo copies, etc. We have paid a $500 deposit and understand the second $500 is due upon the review of the rough draft of our home study. 

If during this 6-month period we receive placement of a child, we understand that we will be billed for all services delivered during this 6-month period at $60 per hour plus expenses. We will also be offered an opportunity to “lock in” on a block fee for the placement.  

Birth mother expenses will not be paid without our prior approval. As expenses arise, we have the option to choose not to accept a placement at any time. We will be credited $400 towards the total placement costs. (This is the difference between the $ 1000 currently paid for consultation and the cost of the home study.) 

Our family is specifically looking for the placement of a girl and we are not interested in any other placements at this time. Should our placement needs change, we have the option to change these specific criteria. 

If we find a child through private means, we have the option to:

1. Utilize Action for Adoptions consultation services 

2. Obtain other services through another licensed agency or a private attorney 

As mentioned above, if the consultation leads to a placement, Action for Adoptions will bill us for all services received to date relative to that placement. 

Signatures






Signatures

Date: 

Katie Bolt-Goeke, LSCSW Executive Director

The Home Study

After reading the information on our web site, you realize that the home study has less to do with your environment, and more to do with getting to know about you, your spouse, your extended family, your marriage, etc.

To help us speed this process; you will be asked to complete a set of forms.  Your spouse will complete one and you will complete one.  This is the way we gather your social history information.  You will also be asked for information on your finances, your health, and your history of child abuse and/or criminal activity.  

You will have the option to complete a number of forms in hard copy, or if you have access to WORD on the computer, you can complete on the computer and give to us on disk, or send through email.  If you do the later it should speed up the completion of your report.  If you are sent a set of forms electronically, through email, you must complete those forms on disk and send electronically.  The forms sent electronically are for transmission and computer disk ONLY.  If you are wanting to complete forms by hand, they need to be done on two different forms.
When all of the information is completed, we have received all necessary documentation, including references, your medical reports, etc., your home study will be considered complete.  It will be signed and dated.

If you want to use the home study with other agencies, you should request that we send it to that agency or attorney (outside the state of Kansas) in WRITING.  In an emergency, we will accept a faxed request, with your signature. Although you will have a draft copy of your study, you will not have the Official Copy.  That can only be released to third parties directly.  We will not release these forms to “intermediaries” or “facilitators.”  Your home study will ONLY be released to persons that are licensed to conduct adoptions.
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You have been asked to write a letter of reference for ________________ for the purposes of adoption.  Please follow these general guidelines.  You do NOT have to respond to each and every question.  However, PLEASE BE SURE TO RESPOND TO ANY QUESTIONS IN WHICH YOU HAVE  CONCERNS.

Please start your letter with a statement as to how you know the couple.  Please write your letter in an informal style and send it to:

Katie Bolt-Goeke, LSCSW

Executive Director

3514 Clinton   Pkwy  A333

Lawrence, Ks.  66047

After placing the letter in the envelope and sealing it, please sign your name on the edge of the seal of the envelope.  (This helps insure that you actually wrote the letter.) Please sign this form at the bottom of the page, and include with your letter of reference.

Thanks for your help!

What types of discipline do the parents use?

Do you know of any drug and alcohol use?

Do you know of any criminal activity?

Do you know of any health factors that would prevent them from parenting?

How does the couple interact with children?

Do children like the couple?

Does the couple have any addictions or addictive behaviors (such as gambling, drinking, internet use, etc.)?

Is there any reason that you feel this couple could not actively parent?

How would you describe the relationship they have with any other children?

How would you describe the marital relationship?

Why do you think they would be good parents?

How would you describe the mother?

How would you describe the father?

What are their strengths and weaknesses?

I have read the above questions and do not have concerns in any of these areas. 

Signature___________________________________________  Date________________

Family Request Form

Family Name:  ___________________________

They may know our:

City

State

First names

Last names

Address 

Place of employment

None of this info.

We agree to:

Meet

Talk on phone

Have them to our home

After adoption ongoing contact through agency

Ongoing contact directly with us

We will consider:

Twins

Triplets

Sibling groups

Other Racial Groups

Mexican 

Other Hispanic

African American 

Caucasian

Other

Biracial (meaning Caucasian and one of the below)

African American

Asian 

Hispanic

We will consider the following medical challenges

Club foot 

Harelip

Congenital heart defect

Any other malformations

Muscular dystrophy

Multiple Sclerosis

Cerebral Palsy

Other Paralysis

Seizures, Convulsions, or Epilepsy

Blindness

Deafness

Speech Problem

Learning disability

Mental Retardation

Thyroid disorder

Eczema

Asthma

Hay fever of Allergies

Sickle Cell

Other blood diseases

Heart attack

Cardiovascular

Cancer

Tumors

Cystic fibrosis 

Huntington Disease

Other special Requests of Agency:

Adoptive Parent Check List

1. Reference forms from employers

2. Reference forms from friends (can include 1 family member)  total of 5

3. Social History Information on blue and pink forms or on disk/email

4. Child Abuse and Criminal Clearance Missouri forms are NOT attached

Please request these specifically

5. Copies of  Medical forms  Missouri forms are NOT attached

Please request these specifically

6. Financial verification

7. In home visit

8. Letter of Agreement

9. Photo pages  as defined by agency

10. Birth mother letter

11. Signed Disclaimer sheet

12.  Adoptive parent training

Financial Form

Please list your monthly income and expenses:  

(This should include things like groceries, utilities, car payments, etc.)

	Income
	
	Expenses
	

	Trusts/Investment
	
	House Payment
	

	His Salary
	  
	Clothing
	   

	Her Salary
	
	Groceries
	  

	
	
	Phone to include cell phone and long distance
	

	
	
	Utilities
	   

	
	
	Insurance
	   

	
	
	Church
	   

	Other Income
	
	Entertainment
	

	
	
	Misc  Please list


	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


If you are self-employed, please attach a copy of your 1040 Schedule C.

Please list current assets.  (This should include household furnishings, vehicles, home, all bank, trust, and retirement/pension accounts)  Use back if necessary.

· Residence




· Rental Property



· Household furnishings


· Time Share Property




· Jewelry


 

· Vehicle (s)

· IRA


   




   

· Pension




· 401K



   

· CD





· Savings
  


· Misc Funds






   


Please list all debts.  Use back if necessary.
Social History Information

Both parents should answer these questions, on two separate forms.  Remember the more information you give us on these forms, the easier your interview process will go, and the faster your study will be completed.

You may type it on a computer using a “WORD” format and provide to agency on disk or send through email as an attachment.

Or

You may request this information on a different form, and complete by hand.  If you can not complete on disk or through email,  YOU MUST complete all of this information on the pre-typed forms that will be sent to you…not these forms.  Remember to take your time in completing these forms.  The more time and information you provide here, the less time we will need to spend in interview.

Address:

Phone number:

Work Phone number:

Email address:

1. Your name:  Include legal and nick name(s) 


2. Where were you born?  

 

What is your Soc. Sec. Number   


and your date of birth?  



3. Your family of origin- parents/brothers and sisters, their ages, their relationship to you, where they live and what they do for a living.

	Name


	Age
	Relationship
	City, State
	Employment

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4. What are your fondest memories as a child?  Describe your childhood:

5.  How were you disciplined?


6. What were your mother’s strengths?  

Her weaknesses?


7. And your father’s strengths and weaknesses?

8. How many times has each parent been married? 



9. If you were raised by a stepparent or other adult, please list who and under what circumstances? 

10. How often do you have contact with your family?  By mail, phone, email, in person?

	Name
	Relationship
	Type of Contact
	How Often

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


11. Where did you grow up?  
 

Did you move, if so, list different places (towns) you lived, and dates?

12. What schools have you attended?  Dates? If college, what was your degree(s)?

13. If you are military, please list assignments, rank, are you retired?  


14. What is your current job?  Please give title and then describe in lay terms what you do.

15. Do you enjoy? 


Why or why not?



16. What hours do you work?
 

Do you home office? 

 

17. What are your special interests?  Hobbies?

18. Why are you considering adoption?
Have you completed fertility treatments? 



If so, please list and what and your doctor’s name.


19. Have you read any books about adoption?


What questions do you have?  


20. What is your biggest fear in pursuing adoption?


21. What role does religion play in your life?
 

Do you have a religious preference? 


How did you practice your faith in your family when you were young?


22. How many years of education do you want your children to have?  What lessons or activities would you want your children to participate? 

23. Who will care for your child/children when you adopt? 
Who will be your doctor?


24. How did you meet your spouse?
Was it love at first sight? 
 

Did you have a big wedding? 


Have you ever been married before? 


If so, how many times and to whom?  


When were you married?  Where?


How would you describe your spouse?

25. Have you ever been convicted of a crime?     

26. Have you ever been accused of child abuse, sexual or emotional abuse?    

27. Have you ever sought counseling?    

28. Have you ever been diagnosed to have a mental illness?    

29. Have you ever been treated for a communicable disease?     

30. Have you ever been through drug and or alcohol treatment?     

31. Have you ever lived with an alcoholic?     

32. Has a parent or other adult ever abused you when you were a child?     

33. Has a spouse or a person you were dating ever abused you?    

If you answered yes to any of the above, please give more information.

If you have children:

Name, age, interests, grade in school, health, other information you would like to share,describe your relationship with that child.
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Statement of Understanding:  

Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children

This statement verifies that I have been informed of the requirements of the Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children. (ICPC)

I understand that there is a federal law which prevents the movement of children across state lines to be placed with another family for either foster care or adoption.  

I understand that even if the child is placed in my legal custody by the Court of another state, I am still at risk of an adoption disruption if the ICPC has not been completed.

I understand that each and every state has specific rules and regulations that need to be met.  Each state can vary and the only way to insure that the regulations have been completed are by insuring that the ICPC is approved.

I understand that attorneys, and well meaning un-licensed and licensed adoption agencies may advise that the ICPC is not necessary, but that without ICPC approval, my adoption is at risk.

Circumstances specific to this adoption:

This family is working with an agency in ___________________  Unless the finalization occurs in another state prior to bringing the child to Kansas/Missouri, the ICPC will apply.

I/we understand that the ICPC is a requirement in any out of state placement.  We agree to follow the ICPC requirement.

________________________



______________________

Adoptive Parent





Adoptive Parent

_____________





_____________

Date







Date

Birth Parent Letter and Photo Pages

Our agency has resisted the use of birth parent letters and photo pages for a number of years.  The agency philosophy has been that birth parents should choose families based on similarity in values, not how creative the adoptive family is.  However, since most other agencies use these two devices, it has become increasingly important for Action for Adoptions to offer these to birth parents.  Birth parents seem to enjoy the letter and photos as a more personal representation of the adoptive family.

On the other hand, in order to “level the playing field,” and prevent the more “creative” families from having an advantage over equally qualified parents, we have established the following guidelines for the letter photos.

Each family is allowed a total of 12 photos.  They can be arranged in any format up to the use of four twelve inch by twelve inch pages.  The agency will refer the “less creative” families to an outside source (or sources) to aid in the development of your pages.  It is suggested you use pictures of you, your spouse and your extended family.  Pictures with children, at the holidays, enjoying vacations and/or enjoying your hobbies are those best “liked” by birth parents.

In addition, you are allowed one “bonus” page.  This page can be 12 x 12 inch page collage.  You can put as many pictures on this page as you would like.

The birth letters generally include the same elements.  A few sentences:

1. identifying and empathizing with the parents choice to place their child for adoption

2.  describing why you want to adopt

3.  telling what is unique about you

4.  describing what you will tell your child about adoption

The limitations for our agency’s birth letters include: 

1. 1.5 spaced lines

2. one inch margin around the parameter of the page

3. 8 1/2 x 11 inch sheet

4. No less than 12 pitch

5. No more than one page

If you have difficulty in creating your page, you will receive some sample letters for ideas.  In addition, you can seek help outside the agency to help you with creating this.  We refer our families to one particular person, but you are welcome to use whoever you wish.
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Medical Statement

I have examined, seen, or  have provided ongoing medical care to     __________________________

(Please circle one of the above)
Adoptive Parent

Since_______________________         to ____________________

          Beginning date of service

Last date seen

Does this person suffer from any communicable disease?



Yes_____    No____

Does this person suffer from any mental illness, 

including alcholism or drug addiction?





Yes_____    No____

Does this person lack the mental or physical capability to care for a child? 
Yes_____    No____

Does this person take any medications that would impair their care of a child?     Yes_____    No____

I have found that the above stated person can provide care to a child.

(If you believe that this person is capable of caring for a child, sign here)

______________________________________



_________________

Medical Professional







DATE

I can not recommend the above person as an adoptive parent due to the following medical condition(s)

(If you DO NOT feel that this person should be approved as an adoptive parent, sign here and please list the condition which would prevent this person from caring for a child.)

______________________________________



_________________

Medical Professional







DATE

Reasons for inability to recommend parenting:   (Please use back if necessary)
